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1. How do assimilation and accommodation help children understand experience?
Personal Equilibration: Remember a time when you were confronted with information or evidence that forced you to reevaluate something you believed to be true. For example, you may have changed your attitude or beliefs about minorities, the opposite sex, politics, smoking, Santa Claus, religion, parents, etc. Once you have identified such a change in your thinking, respond to the questions below.

2.  What was your original belief? In other words, describe your original schema.

 


3. Before you changed your belief, how did you deal with evidence that contradicted your belief?



4.  What finally caused you to change your belief? Describe the period of disequilibrium you experienced, and how you resolved it.


 


5.    Describe your new belief. In other words, what scheme(s) resulted from your accommodation process?
Several serious criticisms of Piaget's theory are listed below.  Describe what they argued in response to each of the following issues. 

(a) The role of language in conservation tasks;


(b) The challenges posed by memory demands in measures of object permanence;


(c)  Successful training of abilities that children should not yet be able to master given their current stage of cognitive development;


(d) Inconsistencies in the level of thinking demonstrated by children and adolescents - they often revert to previous stages of cognitive development.

"C'mon, Daddy, I wanna play hide-n-seek!" 4-year-old Emily implored for the third time.
"We've already played hide-n-seek so many times, I'm running out of places to hide. Why don't you try hiding this time. I'll count to ten." I hid my eyes and slowly counted to ten. Then, after announcing "Ready or not, here I come!" in my best troll voice, I began to look for her. The search didn't take long. Emily had hidden in the same hiding space that I had used a few minutes earlier.
"Ah-hah! I found you! Now I'm going to eat you up!"
"No, Daddy, you can't see me!" Emily said, as she covered her face with her hands.
"Oh, really? Well, if I can't see you, that means I haven't found you yet. And if I haven't found you yet, why are we talking to each other?"
"Because I'm a ghost."

1.    Emily enjoyed playing games over and over again. How would Piaget explain this desire to repeat actions?

2.    Emily is 4 years old. According to Piaget, in what stage of cognitive development is she likely to be functioning?

 

 

3.    What are the major characteristics of the stage of cognitive development that you indicated in your answer to question #2, and what characteristics of this stage does Emily exhibit?

 

 

4.    When she's not playing hide-n-seek, Emily enjoys working on puzzles or coloring. While engaging in these and other activities, she often talks to herself. Is this normal? Explain. What function does this self-talk serve, if any?

 

 

5. According to Piaget, Emily is not yet able to conserve. Is Piaget right? Secondly, should her parents try to teach her conservation abilities? Discuss the research findings surrounding both of these questions.

